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Welcome!

Welcome to the College Art Association’s 98th Annual Conference! We hope that this Survival Guide, created by the Student and Emerging Professionals Committee, will help you prepare for the conference and make the most of the resources of both the organization and the City of Chicago! 

The Student and Emerging Professionals Committee (SEPC) is a standing CAA committee dedicated to serving the needs and concerns of students and emerging professionals within the CAA framework. Our members are a mix of professors, arts professionals, and students. Each year we welcome new members through the CAA’s committee-nomination process—if you are interested in joining, watch the CAA website in August or September for details. In the meanwhile, please look at our committee webpage, join our student listserv through the site, and meet various committee members at our events throughout the CAA conference (all listed below in this guide).

A place for cultivating new ideas and expanding one’s professional network, the CAA Annual Conference is an excellent place to meet other artists, art historians, and art educators. 

The SEPC has composed this guide to help you navigate the Chicago conference. In it you will find suggestions to assist you in preparing for the conference and guide you once you are there. Consult the guide for the following information:

· options for travel funding

· budget travel ideas and lodging information 

· dining and transportation suggestions 

· effective strategies for successful participation in the conference 

· suggestions for networking during the four-day event

· city resources and sightseeing recommendations

I. Preparing for the Conference

1. How Do I Become a CAA Member? 
Details about joining CAA and member benefits can be found online. Or, you can contact CAA’s Member Services at 212-691-1051, ext. 12.

2. How Do I Register for the Conference? 
A discounted rate for registration is available for CAA members. Pay for membership when you register to receive the reduced rate. To register online, visit the conference registration page. 

Early registration costs are good through December 19, 2009: 

· Members: $155 
· Student and retired members: $90
· Nonmembers: $280
Advance registration runs from December 20, 2009, until January 22, 2010:

· Members: $225 
· Student and retired members: $130
· Nonmembers: $350
You can also register at the conference paying the onsite registration rates:

· Members: $270 

· Student and retired members: $155
· Nonmembers: $400
For questions about registration, please contact CAA’s Member Services at 212-691-1051, ext. 12. For questions about the conference, please contact Lauren Stark, CAA manager of programs.

3. How Do I Arrange Special Accommodations at the Conference? 
CAA is committed to providing access to all individuals attending the conference. Those needing any special accommodations such as sign-language interpretation, large-type materials, transportation, or anything else may contact Paul Skiff, CAA assistant director of Annual Conference, at least three weeks in advance of the conference. 

4. How Will I Pay for It? 
First and foremost, contact your advisor, academic department, student government, or other student associations to find out it they offer travel grants for attending conferences. You might not receive enough to cover the full expenses, but every little bit helps! You can also ask your art or art-history department if they offer you award travel money. If your school lacks travel funds, you should consider writing your school’s officials encouraging them to establish such a program, expressing the value and benefit it has for enhancing your education as students and strengthening your professional skills to succeed after graduation.

5. How Do I Get There? 
Air Travel. Book with American Airlines and receive 5 percent off the lowest published rate. Use code 2620AC
American Airlines offers a 5 percent discount to those traveling to CAA’s 98th Annual Conference in Chicago. The offer is valid from variable origin cities in the US, Canada, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Bermuda, the Caribbean, Europe, Pacific, Mexico, and Latin America to Chicago’s O’Hare and Midway Airports. Not valid in conjunction with other discount fares. Tickets may be purchased through your local travel agent or by booking directly with American Airlines using 2620AC as the promotion code; or call 1-800-433-1790. Valid for travel between February 5 and 18, 2010.
You can also check out: 

· www.expedia.com
· www.priceline.com
· www.hotwire.com
· www.cheaptickets.com
· www.cheapoair.com
· www.kayak.com
Airport Express – see http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/travel.php
Go Airport Express is the premier ground transportation provider for Chicago’s O’Hare and Midway Airports. Offering efficient and economical shared-ride services, express luxury sedans, and limo services, as well as a complete line of charter vehicle services. Shuttles depart from O’Hare and Midway Airports every 10–15 minutes for downtown Chicago and suburban Chicago-area hotels. To make a reservation, use the link above or call 888-284-3826. Use code CAA to receive an exclusive discount.

Other shared-ride vans exist, and you can find detailed information about other transportation options from Chicago’s airports by consulting www.ohare.com/GroundTransportation/home.shtm.

Rail Travel

Save 10 percent on Amtrak! USE CODE X892-973
Amtrak offers a 10 percent discount off the lowest available rail fare to Chicago between February 6 and 18, 2010. To book your reservation, call Amtrak at 800-872-7245 or contact your local travel agent. Please refer to Convention Fare Code X89Z-973 when making your reservation. Discounted fares cannot be booked via the internet. This offer is valid with sleepers, business-class, or first-class seats with payment of the full applicable accommodation charges. Fare is valid on Amtrak Regional, all departures seven days a week, except for holiday blackouts. This offer is not valid on the Auto Train and Acela service.

Public Transportation from O’Hare and Midway Airports

Both O’Hare and Midway Airports are connected on the “L” (Chicago’s Metro System) to the downtown loop. Midway airport can be reached on the Orange Line, which is most convenient for the Hyatt. O’Hare is accessible on the Blue Line. To plan your trip from the airport, visit the system map. For information about fares and to map out a projected schedule for your trip, visit the Trip Planner.

6. Where Will I Stay?

CAA Headquarters Hotel:

Hyatt Regency Chicago
151 East Wacker Drive

Chicago, IL 60601

Toll-Free Reservations: 800-233-1234
Phone: 312-565-1234
Fax: 312-239-4414
For hotel and airfare links, go to http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/travel.php.

To be eligible for conference rates, you must state that you are attending the College Art Association conference. Please be sure to request a confirmation number or ask for a written confirmation by mail, email, or fax. The hotel’s group cancellation policy is at least seventy-two hours prior to arrival. When canceling a reservation, obtain a cancellation number. 
Check-in time is 3:00 PM. 
Check-out time is NOON.
Reservations must be made no later than Friday, January 15, 2010, to receive the conference discount rates.

Student** Conference Rate
· Single: $120
· Additional person: $25
** A valid student ID will be required at check-in to receive the student rate; otherwise standard conference rates will apply. The above rates do not include the occupancy and assessment tax.

Or try these links:

· www.hotels.com
· www.kayak.com
· www.orbitz.com 

· www.expedia.com 

· www.hotwire.com 

· www.priceline.com
You may also choose to stay in a hostel, which is much more cost effective: www.hostels.com 
Remember, it is also possible to coordinate lodging with peers and colleagues from your own department, or with contacts at other institutions. Email your friends and acquaintances—many emerging professionals find that sharing a hotel room reduces much of the expense associated with the conference, and you can make enduring friends in the process!
Insider tip: Because Chicago’s weather is often very cold in February, in considering the viability of alternate hotels, you may want to see if they are accessible (or close to an entrance of) the underground tunnel system that connects several sections of downtown Chicago to the Hyatt Regency Hotel. See the information provided below in “Navigating the Conference” for further information on this system. 

7. Where Will the Conference Be Held? 

All sessions, the Book and Trade Fair, and the Career Fair take place at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, Riverside Center, East Tower, Purple Level.
II. Navigating the Conference

1. How Do I Get around Chicago? 

Chicago Trains and Public Transportation Basics

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) runs a network of trains and buses that service nearly every corner of the city. Trains fall under two categories, subway and elevated trains (the “L”). The train system spiders out from downtown and is your best bet for getting to most of your Chicago destinations. CTA buses fill in the gaps, running on a regular schedule on most major city streets. Visit www.transitchicago.com for more visitor information about Chicago’s trains and bus system, group sales, and top transit trips.

Taxi/Shuttle

Chicago taxis are plentiful; average rates are $2.25 for the first 1/9 of a mile and $0.20 each additional 1/9 of a mile. Cabs in Chicago are required to take credit cards. To get one in advance, call Yellow Cab Chicago at 312-TAXICAB or visit www.yellowcabchicago.com.

Rent a car

Get exclusive conference rates and the highest level of service with Avis. Use code D173699.

Special discounts are available on a wide selection of vehicles from ecofriendly and fuel-efficient compacts and hybrids to stylish premium and luxury sedans. To reserve a car, contact Avis at 800-331-1600 using code D173699. The offer is valid for reservations between February 3 and 20, 2010.

If you decide to rent a car, do not forget the expense involved in parking the vehicle in your hotel’s parking garage. You may want to look for slightly discounted local parking—one option is the Millennium Parking Garage adjacent to the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Chicago Pedway

Underground pedestrian tunnels connect the Hyatt to several sections of downtown. Although maps of the Chicago Pedway are hard to find, a fairly good and updated one is available through the city of Chicago.

2. Where Will I Eat? 

Hyatt Regency Chicago offers a variety of dining options, from a steakhouse, Stetson’s Chop House; to a more relaxed environment at the BISTRO at 151 and DaddyO’s Pub and Piano Bar; to a quick bite at J’s Express, which is open twenty-four hours.

In addition, the Hyatt Regency Chicago connects to the Illinois Center, which is a complex of office buildings and hotels linked by an enclosed concourse line with more than one hundred shops and restaurants. 

For those unafraid of the frigid February weather in Chicago, there are numerous restaurants in the adjacent blocks on Michigan Avenue and environs. Several nearby affordable chain restaurants include: Giordano’s Chicago-Style Pizza (a true Chicago classic, this is a must-visit for all those new to the city), Chipotle, and Corner Bakery.

If you have time and a little money for transportation, you may want to consider visiting one of the ethnic neighborhoods of Chicago, which are home to some of the city’s best food. A particularly vibrant area, not too long a cab ride from the Hyatt, is the city’s Greek Town. For more information check out the street’s website: www.greektownchicago.org.

Insider’s Tip: If you’re interested in great local food, be sure to buy a Chicago Magazine, which offers a monthly listing of restaurants, regular restaurant reviews, and an honest evaluation of the price point of each location. You may want to check out the magazine’s restaurant list in advance of the conference to help prepare.

III. Surviving the 2010 CAA Annual conference
1. How Can I Get Access to the Internet? 
At the Hyatt Regency: Internet service is provided at a charge of $13.63 per day (wired and wireless). The fee charged to a guest’s room also allows access to the internet in the lobby of the East Tower. The access, however, will not work in any meeting spaces.

Pay by the minute: 

At Fedex/Kinkos:

130 East Randolph, Lobby
Chicago, IL 60601 

Phone: 312-616-8020 

This location can be accessed through an entrance on East Lake Street, and is only one block south of the Hyatt.

Free Internet–If you bring a laptop, several free wireless-internet options are available!

Corner Bakery now offers free Wi-Fi in their cafes, so you can surf the net over breakfast or lunch at the nearest location, just a few blocks from the Hyatt: 

State & Cedar 

1121 North State Street
Chicago, IL 60610
P: 312-787-1969 F: 312-787-2174 

The Chicago Public Library offers free Wi-Fi to any visitors with a laptop. No locations are right near the Hyatt, but two branches of the library are near other great art destinations in the city:

1) Harold Washington Library Center (near the Art Institute), at 400 S. State St., Chicago, IL 60605 (and also near both Metra and El stops)

2) Water Works Library Center (near the historic Chicago Water Tower and the Museum of Contemporary Art), at 163 East Pearson Street, Chicago, IL 60611
2. Where Is the Business Center?
There is a full-service business center on the Purple Level of the East Tower at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, providing one-stop shopping of all your business needs, including copies, transparencies, tab, and cover; faxing; shipping; portable communications; computer and office-equipment rentals; onsite computers and software; digital pagers; notary public; and high-speed DSL internet access.
3. Is Child Care Available? 

Hotels maintain a list of licensed, bonded agencies offering onsite child-care services. You must make your own arrangements. Contact your hotel’s concierge for additional information. 

4. Special Accommodations
CAA is committed to providing access to all individuals attending the conference. Those needing any special accommodations (e.g., sign-language interpretation, large-type print materials, or transportation) should email Paul Skiff at least three weeks in advance of the conference. For more information, please see http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/services.

5. Where Do I Go If I Have Questions? 
SEPC INFORMATION TABLE 
CAA’s Student and Emerging Professionals Committee (SEPC) is sponsoring an information table for students, conference novices, and emerging professionals. Stop by if you have any questions, would like more information on SEPC-sponsored events (which address the particular needs of students and emerging professionals), are seeking tips on surviving the conference, or are curious about the services CAA has available for you. Volunteers will be staffing the table during moments of high traffic at the conference, and flyers and announcements will be available for you to pick up at all times.
…and for Questions about Chicago

Take a stroll south on Michigan Avenue to the nearest Chicago Visitor Information Center, located in the ground floor of the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph Street. (You can also check out their website in advance of the conference.
6. What Events Can I Attend? 
As a CAA member, you can attend all events. But look out for SEPC special programming, which is focused on the particular needs of students and emerging professionals. Please note the schedule below:

7. How Do I Meet Other Students and Emerging Professionals?
THE SEP LOUNGE
Open to ALL conference attendees 
Wrigley, West Tower, Bronze Level, Hyatt Regency Chicago

Sponsored annually by the Student and Emerging Professional Committee, the SEP Lounge is a space devoted to you. It is a place where you can meet friends, network to make new ones, find information about CAA and the committee, and relax and enjoy exceptional company. (Due to budget cuts, Wi-Fi in the lounge will not be available this year.)

Information Table

Inviting all students, emerging professionals, and friends! 
Thursday, February 11 and Friday, February 12, 12:30–2:00 PM

Registration, East Tower, Gold Level, Hyatt Regency Chicago

An information table for students, emerging professionals, and those new to the conference, sponsored the SEPC, will be located in the registration area. Volunteers will be available on Thursday and Friday; they will be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding SEPC-sponsored events, how to navigate the conference, or services available to you through CAA. Flyers and announcements will be available for you to pick up at all times during the conference.

SEPC Meet and Greet

Thursday, February 11, 8:00–9:00 AM

Hannah’s Bretzel, basement of Illinois Center

Inviting all students, emerging professionals, and friends! Start the first morning of the conference by joining members of the Student and Emerging Professional Committee (SEPC) at a communal table at Hannah’s Bretzel, a coffee shop near the SEP Lounge. SEPC members will grab a cup of coffee together and would be happy to talk about the role of students and emerging professional at the Annual Conference, and answer any other questions you might have. CAA board members have been known to drop in and enjoy the morning with us as well!
Informal Second Fridays Tour

Friday, February 12, 7:00 PM 

Main Lobby of the Hyatt Regency Chicago

Friday, February 12, 9:00 PM 

Posttour discussion at the Skylark

All interested students, emerging professionals, and conference attendees are invited to join SEPC members in attending Chicago’s Second Fridays openings in the gallery district. Those who would like to share taxis or public transportation should gather in the main lobby of the Hyatt at 7:00 PM. Those wishing to socialize and discuss the exhibitions after the openings can meet at Skylark, in the gallery district at 2149 South Halsted Street (312-948-5275), at 9:00 PM.

IV. EVENTS AT THE STUDENT LOUNGE 

Free and open to ALL conference attendees 

“Career Strategies for Professionals in the Visual Arts”

This year’s brown-bag conversations and activities focus on the challenges that emerging art professionals face in the early stages of their careers. These discussion-based events are singular opportunities to attain candid insight into aspects of working in the arts. Established art professionals from a variety of disciplines will offer their unique perspectives on navigating your career search, interviewing, and other concerns relevant to you. Bring your lunch and join the midday conversations and drop by later for a more casual discussion following up on the issues raised earlier that day. Take advantage of these opportunities to gain insider information, network with experts in your field, and have your specific questions answered! Feel free to just come by; you do not need to register in advance.

“Interviewing Strategies”: 

Panel Discussion: Interview Techniques and Perfecting Your Elevator Speech

Thursday, February 11, 9:15–10:15 AM

The morning panel will be an honest and frank discussion on interviewing techniques. Gauging and adapting to the cues of the interviewer, appropriate levels of intellectual detail, and how to keep your “elevator speech” crisp will be discussed, among other topics.

Mock Interview Session

Thursday 1:00–4:00 PM
Moderators:

Daniel Larkin, Administrative Assistant, Friends of Materials for the Arts

Niku Kashef, Artist and Professor, California State University, Northridge

In this session, conference attendees will have the opportunity to sign up for a fifteen-minute mock interview with a professional at the conference. As Aristotle once remarked, “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” Practicing your elevator speech and keeping your listening skills sharp during a face-to-face session is a valuable experience. Sign-up sheets for the interviews will be posted in the SEP Lounge. Mock Interviews can only be scheduled in the SEP Lounge and not via email.
Speed Mentoring: Roundtable Discussions

Friday, February 12, 9:00–10:00 AM
Moderators:

Mark Harris, University of Cincinnati

Temma Balducci, Arkansas State University

If you are interested in fast-paced mentoring encounters, please join us for this speed-dating-style advising session where you can have personal discussions with eight or more established professionals in under an hour. We will have a group of experienced art historians, artists, curators, editors, etc., at individual tables ready for one-on-one conversations about your career and work issues. This is a great opportunity to get tailored advice on your professional needs from a range of specialists in record time. If you have issues concerning research, publications, or exhibitions, or need advice on tenure or adjunct status, try this accelerated mentoring session.

Open Forum: Pedagogy
Friday, February 12, 1:00–2:00 PM

Moderators:

Julia A. Sienkewicz, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Hilary Batzel, Independent Artist

This open, roundtable discussion will feature comments by early-career professionals, who will speak briefly about basic issues new professors face in dealing with pedagogy. Afterward, the floor will open for a discussion about concerns, questions, and comments regarding teaching. The topics raised during the conversation will contribute to subsequent SEP programming regarding training graduate students and early professionals to be excellent educators in the college classroom. 
Student and Emerging Professionals Committee – 1½-HOUR SESSION
“How Technology Is Changing the Teaching of Art and Art History”
Saturday, February 13, 2010

Buckingham, Bronze Level, West Tower, Hyatt Regency Chicago

Cochairs: 
Randall Griffin, Southern Methodist University

Jennifer Stoneking-Stewart, Belmont University

Panelists:

Catherine Zurybida, Professor of Art History, DePaul University

James Sullivan, Professor of Sculpture and Chair, Southern Methodist University

Sara Lasser, Director of Education, American Folk Art Museum

Shaurya Kumar, Assistant Professor of 2D Digital and Printmaking, Bowling Green State University
This session will explore how artists and art historians incorporate ever-changing technologies into the classroom. How can digital-media processes and the internet enhance the educational experience of students? How are these technologies altering both teaching and learning in our disciplines? What are the benefits and drawbacks of these new technologies?

V. Key aspects of the conference
1. Career Services 

For many students and emerging professionals, the Career Services aspect of the CAA Annual Conference is central to the conference experience. 

Career Services Orientation

Wednesday, February 10, 7:30–8:30 AM

Grand EF, East Tower, Gold Level, Hyatt Regency Chicago

For those new to the job search, or who are interested in hearing about new services and opportunities, the Career Services Orientation is invaluable. 

Job candidates, interviewers, and others interested in using Career Services are urged to attend this Orientation. Learn the various components of Career Services—the Candidate Center, the Interview Hall, and the programs and services CAA provides for interviewers and candidates—so that you can take best advantage of it. At Orientation you may also receive advice on your job search in a relaxed Q&A session. You will be given a copy of CAA’s Career Services Guide, which can help you navigate Career Services events and provide answers to frequently asked questions. The Guide is also available online at: http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/career.

Candidate Center 

Wednesday–Friday, 9:00 AM–7:00 PM

Comiskey, West Tower, Bronze Level, Hyatt Regency Chicago 

At the conference, the Candidate Center is open to all current CAA members. It offers computer access to the Online Career Center so that you can review up-to-the-minute job listings, post a résumé or curriculum vitae, apply for positions, request interviews, and receive interview-related messages during the conference. Check emails often, as messages are sent regularly. Access to computers is timed and on a first-come, first-served basis.

Bring your CAA member ID card—you will need it and your member password to enter the center and use the computers there. A conference registration badge is neither required nor accepted for admission to the Candidate Center.

Interview Hall

The Interview Hall offers a location in which prospective employers can interview candidates. It accommodates formal prescheduled interviews and more spontaneous interactions between candidates and employers. Interview booths accommodate prearranged interviews in semiprivate spaces that encourage a calm, focused interview environment. Staff at the check-in table escort interviewees to booths, so look for them if you have an interview scheduled. Interview tables allow job seekers to drop off materials and meet prospective employers at tables more informally.
2. REUNIONS AND RECEPTIONS

Receptions sponsored by institutions and organizations offer the opportunity for alumni, students, professors, and former professors to reconnect with acquaintances or learn more about other programs. Be sure to refer to page 26 of the Conference Information and Registration booklet prepared by the CAA to browse a list of these events or visit http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/receptions.php.

3. SPECIAL EVENTS

While all aspects of conference programming are valuable, special events offer key opportunities for meeting peers, hearing major figures in your field, or simply getting a better sense of the structure and importance of CAA. These events are listed on pages 14 and 15 of Conference Information and Registration and posted at http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/events.php. Many are free, though some require an additional investment. This year’s key events include:

· CAA Convocation (Wednesday, February 10, 5:30–7:00 PM, Grand EF, East Tower, Gold Level)—this is followed by a Gala Reception (prereserved tickets cost $35) at the new Modern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago
· The Distinguished Scholar Session, this year honoring Jules Prown (Thursday, February 11, 2:30–5:00 PM, Grand EF, East Tower, Gold Level)
· The Annual Artists’ Interviews, this year featuring interviews of Phyllis Bramson by Lynne Warren of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, and of Tony Tasset by John Neff, a Chicago-based artist (Friday, February 12, 2:30–5:00 PM, Columbus GHIJ, East Tower, Gold Level, Hyatt Regency Chicago)
VI. In and Around Chicago
Getting to Know the City
In addition to the standard visitor’s guides of the city (purchasable online and in bookstores), several websites offer good overviews of the resources and opportunities of Chicago. You may especially want to visit:

· www.explorechicago.org 

· www.choosechicago.com 

· www.chicagotraveler.com 

Chicago Magazine, a monthly periodical, offers a current and lively guide to events, social life, “hot” new gathering points, and dining. You may want to check out the magazine’s website in advance of the conference to help prepare.
The Chicago Cultural Center: Located at 78 Washington Street, within walking distance of the Hyatt Regency, the Chicago Cultural Center offers numerous resources to visitors, including a wide range of brochures and onsite staff available to make suggestions and offer resources. Pick up a map, a guide to the CTA, and any other information about the city that you might need!
The Chicago History Museum: Once in the city, you may want to visit the Chicago History Museum where excellent exhibitions tell the history of “multicultural” Chicago. A good bookstore offers a range of food for thought.

The Chicago Architecture Foundation: The center of Chicago architecture and architectural history, the Chicago Architecture Foundation will help a new visitor to the city find out information about the myriad architectural tours and historic sites available throughout the city. A visit to their website prior to arrival is also a good idea.

Chicago Greeter Program: If you’re building some extra time into your trip to visit Chicago, you may want arrange for a free orientation to one of the city’s many interesting neighborhoods. Through the Chicago Greeter Program, you can prearrange to visit one of more than twenty neighborhoods in the city with a local guide. You’ll certainly learn something new and perhaps make a friend in the process! 
For the Frugal: 

Let’s face it, this year most of us are on a very tight budget. Luckily in Chicago this doesn’t mean we can’t have fun! Many resources offer guides to free and discounted activities in Chicago. Here are a few that you may want to look at:

See “Free and Easy Chicago” a guide prepared by the Chicago Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Discount coupons to many of the city’s most distinctive restaurants, cultural activities, and shopping and entertainment are available through the Chicago Traveler Website.

Membership has its privileges… Don’t forget to bring your CAA member ID card with you to Chicago. You may be able to free or discounted admission to many of the city’s art museums. If you are a student, don’t forget to ask about student discounts as well!
Museums:

Chicago is home to numerous museums of national and international caliber. The city’s science, history, and culture museums are all well worth a visit. For lists of the many museums and historic sites, browse your city guide or look at the listings online at www.explorechicago.org, www.choosechicago.com, or www.chicagotraveler.com. For the CAA crowd specifically, there are many more art museums than the three day conference will allow. Here’s a selected list of the city’s most renown (or unique) art museums:

· Art Institute of Chicago
· National Museum of Mexican Art
· Museum of Contemporary Art
· Museum of Contemporary Photography
· Oriental Institute
· David and Alfred Smart Museum of Art
· National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum
Chicago Architecture: Don’t miss the opportunity to get to know Chicago’s architecture. CAA is offering several architecture-related events (see http://conference.collegeart.org/2010/events.php#sunday), but you may also want to visit a few of the city’s premier architecture-related museums. The most famous (and must-see) structures include:

· Glessner House Museum
· Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio
· Robie House
Insider’s Tip: A must for the Chicago art scene is the excellent 2nd Fridays program coordinated by the Chicago Arts District. Luckily for CAA members, the February gathering will happen on Friday, February 12, from 6:00 to 10:00 PM. During this evening of openings, many galleries in the neighborhood will be open, so come for the art and get free wine and hors d’oeuvres as a bonus. 2nd Fridays is a perfect way to get to know Chicago artists and galleries!

Culture, Sightseeing, and Relaxation:
Chicago is a city with many and varied attractions. From an active music and theater scene to a healthy nightlife, the city has much to offer the visiting tourist. If you want to take a break during the conference, you may want to enjoy one of these city staples. 

To find events on the specific week of the conference, you may want to browse the events calendars in the Chicago Tribune, the Chicago Magazine, or the Chicago Sun.
Music and Theater
Chicago Symphony Orchestra: With events every night during the CAA conference, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra can offer a quiet escape. 

Lyric Opera: With some tickets available at less than $50, a Saturday night at the Lyric Opera may be just the way to close the conference.

Second City: The Second City comedy troupe has been a staple of Chicago nightlife since 1959. Weekly shows are always crowded. The theater serves both food and drink.

Online resources for Chicago music and theater include:

· www.broadwayinchicago.com 

· www.theaterinchicago.com 

· www.chicagoplays.com 

· www.explorechicago.org 

· www.choosechicago.com 

· www.chicagotraveler.com 

Social Events and Nightlife

Some websites to browse for information about Chicago’s nightlife include:

· http://chicago.metromix.com
· http://chicago-scene.com/index.html
· http://www.chicagonightlifeguide.net
· http://www.chicagonightlife.com
Local Universities
You may want to consider what exhibitions, performances, and shows are currently underway at the numerous institutions in the city. Local institutions with vibrant arts programs include: DePaul University, Northwestern University, the School of the Art Institute, Roosevelt University, and the University of Illinois, Chicago.

Just for Fun
Even though the weather will be cold, you may enjoy touring some of the city’s great public attractions, including:

· Millennium Park, which in the winter months includes the city’s popular McCormick Tribune Ice Rink. With ice-skate rental for $10, you simply can’t go wrong

· Navy Pier: A classic tourist destination in the city, this amusement park and dining area offers a range of fun activities

· Skydeck: Not for those with a fear of heights, but the view from the Observation Deck of the Sears Tower (recently renamed the Willis Tower) is fabulous. 

ENJOY! 
Above all else, we hope you enjoy the CAA Annual Conference. There are many opportunities for you to learn about the different ways the visual arts can manifest in the professional realm. The conference is an opportunity to learn great things about your career path; and as you mingle with like-minded individuals, you will find conversations among attendees to be invigorating and refreshing. The Student and Emerging Professionals Committee wishes you well in your conference experience. 

We invite any comments you may have regarding this guide, the lounge, and SEPC-sponsored events. Please feel free to use the comment box in the SEP Lounge or to send an email to hil_rye@hotmail.com to offer your feedback.
The listings included in the Conference Survival Guide are in no way a complete compilation, and inclusion in this guide does not signify CAA’s endorsement. We cannot guarantee the quality of services, prices, or availability at any of the establishments listed in the guide.
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